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The former mayor of an East Coast council has kept an Integrity 
Commission report under wraps for months, after the council's 
general manager was investigated over construction performed by 
council workers at his private residence. 

Key points: 

• The Integrity Commission investigated the conduct of Glamorgan 
Spring Bay council's general manager  

• Former mayor Michael Kent was given the findings of the report 
four months ago but has not shown it to other councillors 

• New mayor Debbie Wisby vows to seek out the report as a matter 
of urgency 

 

The investigation report was provided to former Glamorgan Spring Bay 
mayor Michael Kent almost four months ago, prior to the local 
government elections, but other councillors are yet to see it.  

It is understood the Integrity Commission investigation looked at how the 
works on general manager David Metcalf's home were paid for and 
whether they were conducted at ratepayer expense, but the findings 
remain unknown. 

During the final council meeting before the local government elections in 
October, former councillor Jenifer Crawford asked Mr Kent, who was 
mayor at the time, why he had not yet provided the information to 
councillors.  

"As you would be aware, the Integrity Commission has made a board 
determination regarding the matter of private works accounts for 
Glamorgan Spring Bay employees," Ms Crawford said.  



"Furthermore, the Integrity Commission requested it be notified of any 
action council has taken or proposes to take in relation to this and other 
matters within six months. 

"Nearly three months have passed since the determination was made.  

"So my question to you is, why, after a three-month time lapse, have you  
not brought this matter to council?" 
 
Mr Kent replied: "Because we've got six months".  

In the following exchange, Ms Crawford said "it's already been three 
months, it [will be] a new council". 

"Exactly," Mr Kent replied. 

No council staff used for private works, says GM 

 
PHOTO: Glamorgan Spring Bay general manager David Metcalf says only "minor issues" 
were found by the Integrity Commission. (Supplied: GSB council) 
 

Mr Kent was re-elected to the council in the October elections but not as 
mayor.  

The Integrity Commission investigation, dubbed Weld, considered 
whether Mr Metcalf used council staff for works on his home either while 
the staff were being paid by the council, by not paying contractors 
commercial rates that others would be required to pay, or by paying for 
the work using ratepayer funds.  



The works included building a new entrance, painting and constructing a 
new driveway.  

Mr Metcalf said no council staff were used for private works at his home, 
but he did employ contractors that the council used who had been 
looking for work in a depressed economy at the time. 

"The commission did find some minor process issues but nothing that is  
not expected in a small council," Mr Metcalf said.  
 
Mr Metcalf said nothing major had been found, despite what had been 
suggested by the complainants.  

The report was forwarded to former Glamorgan Spring Bay Mayor Mr 
Kent in August, as well as to the Auditor-General, who was asked to 
consider investigating any other private works accounts for employees of 
the council.  

The Integrity Commission recommended the council consider whether 
the establishment of private works accounts for council employees was 
acceptable, and if so to develop a system for managing and paying for 
them.  

New Mayor Debbie Wisby said she did not receive the report from Mr 
Kent when she was a member of the previous council, and the 
information had not been provided to her as the new mayor either.  

Ms Wisby said she would follow the issue up as a matter of urgency.  

The board decided the report would not be tabled in Parliament.  

The Glamorgan Spring Bay Council was investigated by the director of 
local government in 2015, who recommended the council improve the 
conduct of council meetings, adherence to council policies, financial 
systems and processes and human resource management.  

The council will tonight consider a planning scheme amendment for the 
controversial Cambria Green development near Swansea. 

Mr Kent was contacted for comment.  

 
 


