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GLAMORGAN Spring Bay Council has backed the planning scheme 
amendment which would pave the way for the $100 million Cambria Green 
project. 

The final decision on whether to approve the amendment now rests with the 
Tasmanian Planning Commission after councillors voted 4-3 to accept the 
section 39 report as presented. 

The amendment is essentially a special set of planning rules put forward by 
the developer, Cambria Green Agricultural Tourism Management, that apply 
only to the site of the proposal. 

The report, including the council’s support for the amendment, its opinion on 
the impact of each of the 623 representations received during the public 
consultation process and suggested modifications to the amendment will now 
be forwarded to the commission. 



The report includes suggested modifications for the project, including lower 
height limits for accommodation buildings, stronger protections for Swansea 
retailers and higher biodiversity protection and standards. 

Deputy Mayor Jenny Woods, councillors Cheryl Arnol, Michael Kent and 
Michael Symons voted to endorse the report on Tuesday night, with Mayor 
Debbie Wisby and councillors Rob Churchill and Keith Breheny against and Cr 
Annie Browning abstaining because of a pecuniary interest. 
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Only councillors against the motion spoke during the debate with Cr Breheny 
becoming emotional towards the end of his address. An alternative motion 
presented by Cr Churchill was defeated 4-3. 

It sought to advise the commission the council rejected the proposed 
amendment due to a number of reasons, such as its inconsistency with the 
State Government’s policy on the protection of agricultural land and that it 
provided for an unlimited amount of visitor accommodation. 



Cr Wisby said she respected the result to forward the endorsed report and 
representations to the Tasmanian Planning Commission “as part of my role as 
mayor to support the decision of council”. 

“I thank the many people that contacted me in such an appropriate and 
respectful manner with various opinions on such a sensitive issue … it’s 
important they remain engaged with council,” she said. 
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Cambria Green chief executive Ronald Hu said the company “looked forward 
to working with the council and the East Coast community”. 

East Coast Alliance president Anne Held was disappointed with the outcome 
but said she recognised the extraordinary work by the council to make a 
considered opinion. 

“The East Coast Alliance has made it very clear ... we are not committed to 
supporting the amendment,” she said. 

The commission is expected to hold public hearings on the East Coast next 
month. 

 


