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A massive $100 million development boasting a golf course and health resort to lure 
cashed-up Chinese tourists to Tasmania's picturesque east coast is one step closer 
to being built. 
 
But the ambitious plan has reignited concerns among residents about the impact of 
the state's booming tourism industry on its postcard-ready natural beauty. 
 
The Cambria Green development, backed by Chinese and Australian investors, has 
been given the initial go-ahead for 3185 hectares of farmland between the coastal 
strip of Dolphin Sands and the small town of Swansea, home to 645 people. 
 

 
A property near Swansea in Tasmania where a $100m tourism resort is planned. 
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The restoration of a heritage-listed homestead built in the 1820s will form the 
centrepiece of the project, which overlooks Great Oyster Bay and the granite peaks 
of Freycinet National Park. 
 
An airstrip, conference centre and palliative care unit have also been proposed. 
 
"Palliative care is mainly in the big city. They can't see much and they stay in a room 
and die quietly," said the head of the development company, Richard Hu. 
 
"That is not the way I want to die. I want to die in a beautiful place." 



The unprecedented scale of the complex – which includes accommodation of up to 
70 villas, 120 rooms and 240 units – is facing stiff opposition from residents, who 
are concerned that it will spoil the quiet beauty of the area. 
 
Last week the local council approved the rezoning of 12 titles of agricultural land 
owned by the developer, allowing it to begin the process of putting together a 
planning application. 
 
Glamorgan Spring Bay Mayor Michael Kent said the proposed development would 
"do wonders" for an area that was struggling to keep younger families from moving. 
 
"On the east coast of Tasmania, the average age of the population is 65," he said. 
 
"We need to get the younger people back but we've got to be able to supply jobs." 
 
Mr Kent said he understood why some people who moved to the east coast for its 
quiet lifestyle were annoyed by the proposed development, having "come out of the 
concrete jungles looking for a nice place to put their feet up". 
 
The proposed development 

 
 
"But at the end of the day you've got to weigh it up, the effect it has and the money 
it brings in," he said. 
 
Fuelling much of the anger among locals is the speed with which the development 
was announced. The plans became public just a few days before council approved 
the planning scheme amendment at a meeting last Tuesday. 
 
Councillor Jenifer Crawford was one of three who voted against the motion (four 
others voted in favour). 



She said the community had a number of concerns about the proposal, including its 
impact on native wildlife, the loss of agricultural land to tourism, and the possible 
draining of an aquifer to water the links-style golf course. 
 
"Tourism is at a boom in Tasmania but we have to be really careful of ruining why 
people come to visit in the first place," she said. 
 
"It's ad-hoc development, we're reacting rather than setting our own future. We're 
allowing it to be dictated." 
 
Part of the development's pitch is to attract wealthy Chinese tourists to Tasmania's 
east coast. Like the rest of Australia, China has become a key growth market for 
Tasmanian tourism. 
 
Last year, visitors from China to Tasmania were up 60 per cent on the year before. In 
all, 279,000 international tourists visited Tasmania in 2017, spending an estimated 
$497 million. 
 

 
The view of Great Oyster Bay from where the resort will be built. 
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Melbourne-based Ronald Hu, CEO of Cambria Green Agriculture and Tourism 
Management, said the state's east coast had a scarcity of accommodation options for 
tourists who didn't want to stay in a cottage or a bed and breakfast. 
 
"There is a lack of facilities, especially for high-end customers. They don't worry too 
much about money, but they want service," he said. 
 



He said the project's master plan had taken into consideration many of the concerns 
raised by the community, including its impact on the environment, heritage and 
traffic. 
 
High-end Chinese tourists were among those who would be attracted to the resort, 
he said, although the goal was to lure Australian and other international visitors as 
well. 
 
"They can come in for golf, for quality holidays, perhaps for their weddings. They 
can get something they can't from the city and the urban area," he said. 
 
And some may also come to die. A palliative care unit has also been included in the 
development's master plan. 
 
Irene Duckett, whose company drafted the plans, said the intention was to build a 
place where people could stay in a nature-based peaceful environment for their 
"final days or months". 
 
"It's not a hospital, but accommodation with support," she said. 
 
"There's a sense of tranquillity, it isn't the intention to destroy any of those 
qualities." 
 
Mr Hu said the proposed facility would be open to people with a terminal illness 
who wanted to see something beautiful before they die. 
 
The next step is a 42-day consultation process with the community before it goes to 
the Tasmanian Planning Commission for approval. If successful, a development 
application will then be submitted. 
 
Sophie Underwood, convenor of the local Freycinet Action Network, said residents 
wanted to see the specifics of the development application as soon as possible. 
 
She said in 25 years of scrutinising planning decisions, she had never seen such a 
strong community response to a development proposal. 
 
"Obviously tourism is important, but Tasmania is more than a tourism destination. 
People live here," she said. 
 
"Is this the kind of Tasmania we want?" 
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